Help Earthquake Victims in Mansehra, Pakistan!

Project Progress Report

Creating Hope International – January 1, 2006


Author: Creating Hope International’s Project Partner, the Afghan Institute of Learning
Author’s title: Project Manager
Subject: Balakot Trip Report
Body:

Creating Hope International is partnering with the Afghan Institute of Learning to bring relief to victims of the recent earthquake in Pakistan. Staff of the Afghan Institute of Learning (AIL) in Pakistan is making regular trips from their base office in Peshawar to areas affected by the earthquake. They are delivering blankets, medicine, floor coverings, quilts, pillows, clothes, and other supplies that earthquake survivors urgently need. After a trip to the Balakot region of Pakistan on December 6, 2005, an AIL manager who was a member of the earthquake relief team submitted this report, which describes the devastation she observed, some of her reflections on the impact of this tragedy, and the relief activities of AIL. 
Balakot Trip Report
Human beings are no match for natural disasters like flood, storms, and earthquakes. On October 8, 2005 at eight o’clock in the morning, a dangerous earthquake shook Pakistan, India, and Afghanistan. This disaster tremendously affected and damaged three areas in Pakistan (Mansereha, Muzafar Abad, and Balakot). The aftershocks continued for weeks. The quake and its aftershocks left ruined cities, houses, schools, shops, dispensaries, and many dead bodies in these regions. About 85,000 people [in the abovementioned areas] were affected by the earthquake. About 17,000 of the residents of the affected areas, including thousands of Pakistanis and Afghan refugees, are buried underground and there is no sign of their houses or shops. Their lives cannot be saved. Thousands of mothers lost their children and thousands of children lost their mothers and fathers. Families are broken in pieces and many of the living cannot find the bodies of their dead loved ones. The affected cities are called cities of ghosts. The heart of each human being hurts for the huge number of earthquake victims who have lost their lives or who are suffering in the aftermath of this terrible tragedy. 

From all over the world, a great number of donations and a large volume of humanitarian aid have been sent to Pakistan. These contributions are urgently needed to help the earthquake victims who are suffering many problems and deserve help. Among these organizations, the Afghan Institute of Learning has felt the sorrows of the victims of this disaster and has swiftly organized disaster relief efforts. AIL has already received a shipment of medicine including pharmaceuticals, bandages, plaster, syringes, baby food, blankets, and clothes from Direct Relief International and has been distributing these supplies. 
On December 6, 2005, eight AIL staff persons including one medical doctor visited Balakot, an earthquake-affected community in Pakistan. Balakot is 315 kilometers from Peshawar, Pakistan. Prior to the earthquake, this area was known for nice weather and spectacular nature. Now it has changed to ruins and is filled with the tents of families of earthquake victims. Many donations have reached central Balakot, where surviving families have lots of problems. However, very little help has reached some areas far away from Balakot. AIL staff found people in these areas who had nothing in their tents. Survivors have found containers that have been thrown away and are using them to cover the ground floor of their tents to keep out the cold weather. They have no floor and no blankets to protect them from the wet ground and weather. The area in and around Balakot that AIL is targeting for earthquake relief is home to an estimated 20,000 people. Residents of Balakot include Pakistanis and Afghans. The area is home to a sizeable population of Afghan refugees. 
Children and women are pale and their bodies are sick because they have no warm clothes. They shake from the cold weather. The misery of these women and children is enough to make any person cry. The people spend their nights with no light and no bed. They end each day with the hope of receiving help but each day and night brings no difference. These people deserve help with food, flooring, beds, and medicine. 

In order to visit this area and bring the urgently needed supplies, AIL staff leave at five o’clock in the morning from their central office in Peshawar and reach the Balakot region by noon. AIL sends two cars with staff and relief supplies. They examine patients and distribute blankets, clothes, medicine, milk, baby formula, soap for bathing, toothpaste, and toothbrushes. People are really in serious need of these materials. AIL staff see patients outside because no useful buildings are standing in Balakot anymore. AIL hopes to continue its relief efforts, visiting different affected areas in and around Balakot once a week over the next three months. AIL expects to serve 3,000 earthquake victims. The people need warmer, quilted blankets and more effective floor coverings. They need food including flour, rice, oil, sugar, tea, and drinking water. They also need counseling and health education.

Additionally, a number of Afghan refugees who were living in areas affected by the earthquake have migrated to the Peshawar area, where AIL’s office is located. They have lost their homes and their family members. Earthquake displaced families who are coming to the Peshawar area are only able to settle in the poor downtown part of the city. Most of the Afghan refugee camps that used to surround Peshawar have been closed and the cost of living in other parts of Peshawar city is too high. Because they have been deprived of basic life necessities, they are suffering from different diseases and they have come to AIL’s clinic in Peshawar for medical care, counseling, and health education. Sixty-four displaced Afghan refugees have already enrolled in tailoring and literacy courses in AIL’s Women’s Learning Centers near Peshawar. AIL plans to provide necessities to the survivors and support 15 classes in existing schools in and around Peshawar to accommodate earthquake victims who are coming to the Peshawar area. 

